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PERFORMANCE NOTES

This particular African American spiritual, throughout its oral history,
has existed in various forms.  Scholars have uncovered several titles for
this work, including “I Want to Be Ready,” “Walk in Jerusalem,” and
even “Jus’ Like John.”  Although the words and phrase structure for
these arrangements are slightly different, historically, this particular
African American spiritual has always stood out among the repertoire
of spirituals as an anthem for freedom, liberty, and social justice.

This particular setting of “Walk in Jerusalem” blends both the spiritual
and gospel traditions.  The arrangement opens with the traditional spir-
itual melody, then breaks into close gospel-style harmonies, asking the
question, “Are you ready to walk?”  The verses are structured in a typ-
ical call and response format.  This arrangement closes with a bold and
powerful response to the question asked in the opening measures with
the words, “I am ready to walk.”  This response is presented with rhyth-
mic and textual variation as each voice part enters the gospel-inspired
harmonic texture.

The piece should be sung in a jubilant and celebratory manner, with
careful attention given to articulations, dynamics and balance between
voices.  The piano accompaniment may be augmented by bass guitar
and percussion.  

Enjoy!

~Rollo A. Dilworth
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