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It’s hard to believe it, but our 2021-2022 season has 
officially completed! As we head into summer, we can 
assure you that all of our Coro Lux staff and volunteers 
will be hard at work, preparing for our upcoming season, 
beginning in September 2022. But alas, before we get 
ahead of ourselves, we’d love to celebrate some very 
positive things that have happened as we’ve wrapped up 
our final performances of the Spring. In this issue, you’ll 
find an interview with the lovely and spirited Jan Bowers, 
a longtime member of Coro Lux, and a wonderful review 
of the Coro Lux Chamber Chorus’s annual Springtime 

concert by LaVonne Yazzie. In addition to a lively concert 
given by our Chamber Chorus, we also had the pleasure 
of presenting the first stand-alone performance of El Faro 
Youth Chorus, directed by Dr. Gabrielle Dietrich on May 
7th, at the wonderful and unique Fusion Abq performance 
space. You’ll also find a great article from Keith Hinds, our 
trusty Coro Lux Board President, and as always, a friendly 
greeting and discussion of exciting upcoming events by 
our Artistic Director Bradley Ellingboe. As warm weather 
approaches, and our singers have a few months off, we 
will stay in touch via a quarterly publication of our Coro 
Lux Newsletter, and look forward to singing for all of our 
patrons and friends again, come this fall!

Ashley Jonkman previews 
the informative and 
interesting articles you’ll 
find in our June issue

Return to the contents page 

Chamber Chorus performing at the Canteen Brewhouse

https://www.villagepizzanm.com
https://lapuertallc.com


Recap of Coro Lux’s
Canteen Brewhouse 
Pop Concert with
Special Guest Strange 
Holler

(Continued on the following page)

by LaVonne Yazzie

Under the bright, blue Albuquerque sky on a sunny day, Coro 
Lux presented their annual pops concert at Canteen Brew-
house on Sunday, May 1st with two performances at 2pm and 
4:30pm. The outdoor patio was thoughtfully planned, with 
half of the patio arranged in concert-style seating facing west 
toward the metal and wooden stage, while the other half 
of the patio allowed for relaxed open seating where fellow 
concertgoers could enjoy the libation of their choice from the 
private bar set up for the event. 
	 The first choral piece performed by Coro Lux was 
The Rose by Ola Gjeilo, with piano accompaniment provided 
by the talented Mary Ann Ybarra. This choral piece utilized 
simple harmonies paired with dynamics that swelled and 
softened, supporting a melody that rotated among the SATB 
voices in a warm welcome that was a perfect opening num-
ber. Coro Lux’s second chosen choral piece was Light of a Clear 
Blue Morning by Dolly Parton in an arrangement by Craig 
Hella Johnson, which was performed a cappella by the choir 
and featured a moving soprano solo by Rebecca Jackson and a 
beautiful flute solo by Diane Marino of Strange Holler.
	 The third piece was Primavera Porteña by Astor Piaz-
zolla, arranged by Oscar Escalada, which involved a complex 
layering of voices as percussive instruments. In this piece, 
the higher voices utilized “dums,” “bums,” and “ba-das” that 
blended in a vocal tango while the lower voices provided a 
steady foundation to allow for effortless scatting by the sopra-
nos. The tempo of the piece ebbed and flowed, with a thrilling 
start and slow approach that grew in intensity and volume.
	 The folk trio called “Strange Holler” followed Coro 
Lux’s performance with a sing-along of The Beatles’ “Here 
Comes the Sun” and Carole King’s classic, “You’ve Got a 
Friend,” where the majority of the audience sang along and 
even harmonized during the choruses of these songs. Guitar-
ist James Macklin of Strange Holler displayed a masterful fin-
ger-picking style, and Shelley Ley made easy work of directing 
the crowd while playing rhythm guitar at the same time.
	 After a brief intermission during which the Coro Lux 

https://www.instylenailsnm.com


(Recap continued)
singers mixed and mingled with the audience, the perfor-
mance recommenced with the fourth piece, the Gospel 
number If I Can Help Somebody by Alma Hazel Androzzo, 
arranged by David Brunner. The sopranos began singing the 
melody in this gospel swing piece and then the entire choir 
joined in, with the harmonies building as their voices swelled 
to a powerful forte before continuing a cappella and empha-
sizing the lyrics “my living shall not be in vain.” The melodic, 
powerful voices of Joe Mitchell and Kristen Hutchinson 
shone in dazzling solos that resulted in loud cheers from the 
audience during the first and second concerts.

The fifth piece performed by Coro Lux was Lord God, 
We Pray Protect Ukraine. This is a brand new work by the 
great English composer, John Rutter, which he made avail-
able to the world at no cost in solidarity with the people of 
Ukraine. This hauntingly beautiful piece, powerfully sung yet 
prayerfully delivered, utilized a soprano melody evocative 
of Gregorian chat with difficult harmonies performed a 
cappella by this masterful group of vocal musicians. 

Next on the program was The Bluebird, by Charles 
Stanford, with soprano Gabrielle “Gabby” Dietrich perform-
ing a gorgeous solo reminiscent of a bird’s song, with long 
sustained pitches showcasing her impressive range. Coro 
Lux’s final choral offering of the afternoon was Light Dawns 
on a Weary World by Rowan arranged by Ellingboe, which 
was a thought-provoking piece that centered on the theme 
of nature, where the choir musically engaged in discourse 
on “creatures in the wilderness” and “praise for creation.” 

Strange Holler took over the next portion of the 
concert with another sing-along session, leading the 
crowd in the Louis Armstrong standard “What a Wonderful 
World,” followed by “Put Your Records On,” a modern pop 
song by Corinne Bailey Rae. The final sing-along piece per-
formed by all was Shalom, My Friend, an Israeli folk tune, 
which was performed in a round by the audience with great 
success. 

In closing, the Coro Lux annual pops concert at 
Canteen Brewhouse on Sunday, May 1st was a full house 
performance with performances at both 2pm and 4:30pm 
that day. At the concert, Coro Lux highlighted the work of the 
National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI), an organization 
who has been the recipient of donations from previous Coro 
Lux concerts and whose work is so vital to this vulnerable 
population. Brad Ellingboe also invited audience members to 
consider auditioning for Coro Lux in the Fall of 2022. To set up 
an audition date and time, please email Coro Lux’s Executive 
Assistant Ashley Jonkman at ashley.jonkman@abqcorolux.
org.abqcorolux.org.                     Return to the contents page
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Our El Faro Youth Chorus season closed with a 
successful concert at the Fusion Forum on May 7. 
The choristers performed ten choral pieces in four 
languages, and offered poetic excerpts by Amanda 
Gorman. These excerpts formed a kind of concert 
“narrative,” providing audience members a spoken 
word anchor for the thoughts and emotions expressed 
through the sung word, and also drew connections 
between present-day experiences and our theme of 
“Led by Light.” After the show, choristers gathered for 
an ice cream social and a terrific time (and a substantial 
and well-earned sugar rush) was had by all! 
	 Next year, EFYC is excited to both collaborate 
with the singing adults of Coro Lux and to offer their 
own stand-alone concerts in December and May. In 
partnership with the Coro Lux board and our generous 
individual donors, we are working to secure additional 
funding from both corporate sponsors and grant-
making organizations. These funds will be used to 
help overcome barriers to participation in the chorus, 
especially the barrier of transportation. Ashley Jonkman, 
George Arthur, & I are assembling a video featuring 
our youth choristers that can be used to help potential 
donors see firsthand the transformative work we are 
doing. 
	 Finally, if you are interested in learning a little 
more about the connection between the expressive 
arts (including music) and mental health, check out this 
article from the National Alliance on Mental Illness. 
The therapist they interviewed comments on the 
relationship-building effects of creating art with others, 
and that is ultimately at the core of our work with El 
Faro Youth Chorus. Thank you all for making that work 
possible!                               Return to the contents page
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To paraphrase, and perhaps grossly distort, Shakespeare: 
“Now is [ended— I hope] the winter of our discontent.” As 
I write these words, mask mandates are being lifted, and 
what was once a pandemic is now simply… endemic. 
	 Lord! I am heartily sick of writing about that tiny 
virus. But the news is mainly good and so I will turn my 
attention to that! As I cast my mind back on the past 26 
months, it occurs to me that, while much has happened I 
wish had never occurred, nevertheless, as always, there is 
no cloud so dark that it does not have a silver lining.  
	 Two years ago we did not have an e-newsletter. 
For that I give all credit to our Board President emeritus, 
and now Art Director, George Arthur, for his suggestion 
that we create a way for us to keep in touch with our 
supporters, near and far. News of Note has now been 
active for over two years. This issue marks the final 
version of a monthly newsletter and, from here on out, 
we’ll publish quarterly. That’s good news, insofar as 
we felt that, while we were all holed up in our homes, 
communicating electronically was best. Now that we are 
once again performing in public, we can communicate in 
our primary way, which is to sing! 
	 George is loath to blow his own horn, but his 
50-year career in New York City, working for Time, Life 
and Consumer Reports magazines is evidenced in the 
professional look of all of Coro Lux’s printed materials. 
Thank you, George! And thanks to our stable of writers, 
Dr. Joe Alcorn, Keith Hinds, Ashley Jonkman, Kirsten 
Norman, LaVonne Yazzie, and overall editor Kristen 
Hutchinson. You’ll continue to hear from these folks, 
and others going forward, but now on a quarterly basis 
instead of monthly. 
	 And two years ago we did not have a youth 
chorus. If the pandemic had not happened it’s possible 
we would never have founded the El Faro Youth Chorus. It 
was our intention to perform Dave Brubeck’s La Fiesta de 
la Posada in December of 2020, to coincide with Dave’s 

The winter of our
discontent
by Bradley Ellingboe
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100th birthday observance. When that got postponed to 
2021, and with school choruses still not really functioning, 
we began our own, since the piece required one.	  

We were blessed to have Dr. Gabrielle “Gabby” Dietrich 
join the chorus and bring her years of training and deep 
passion for this age group into our midst. It was manna from 

heaven! The group 
sounded so good, 
and the response 
from the community 
was so positive, we 
decided to continue 
the group as our gift 
to the community. 
And you know what?   

        El Faro at their first solo concert          If Covid-19 hadn’t 
happened, we 

probably would have invited some school choir to participate 
in the Brubeck and that would have been the end of it. But 
instead we now have El Faro! There is no cloud that does not 
contain within it a silver lining. 

Coro Lux was founded in the fall of 2015 so, in a way, 
we’ve just completed our 7th season. But the season of 2020-
2021 really never happened, so maybe we just completed 
our sixth year. Regardless, we worked behind the scenes and 
strengthened our organization, but lots of music never got sung. 
All this, in a way, reminds me of an anecdote from my boyhood. 

When I was about 6, or 7, my father planted an ash 
tree in our backyard. It was a tiny sapling and my brother, who 
was about 13 at the time, and in charge of mowing the lawn, 
regularly ran over it by accident. It was an easy thing to do, and 
he was always sorry. But that poor little tree kept having to start 
over. 

However, in the meantime, it was sinking deep roots. 
And when the Minnesota snows finally abated, that next spring 
it grew about 4 feet in two weeks! There was no missing it any 
more! And now, many years later, that tree is tall and strong and 
green.  

So it is with us. We are now in the process of planning 
repertoire for the 2022-2023 season. The plan is for all the 
choruses— the larger Oratorio Society, the 16-voice Chamber 
Chorus and El Faro to all sing at least twice in the fall and twice 
in the spring. We’re leaping back into the fray beginning next 
fall. 

After getting “mown over” for the last two years, 
the long winter of our discontent is over. We’re coming back 
stronger than ever. 

Stay tuned!

Brad Return to the contents page
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For Jan Bowers, music is practically in her blood. The 
daughter of an international missionary and accomplished 
pianist, she’s been singing all her life. She was born in 
Fremont, Nebraska, where her parents were living after 
meeting and subsequently marrying while studying at 
Midland Lutheran College. As a child, Jan and her family, 
complete with one younger brother, traveled to South 
America—first San José, Costa Rica, where they lived for 
one year while studying Spanish at an intensive language 
school, then onto Uruguay, where her father served for 
4 years as a Lutheran missionary. If you know Jan and 
her sunny disposition, you know it’s in her character 
to reminisce on those years fondly, and as she told me 
“We wouldn’t have traded that life for the world!” After 
attending British schools and receiving all her education 
in both English and Spanish, she was able to skip 6th 
grade upon returning to the states. She graduated from 
high school in Mount Clemens, Michigan, and after that 
moved to Houston, and eventually came to Albuquerque, 
where she settled, thanks to having both parents and a 
grandfather who had settled here, as well. 

She was a waitress and a bartender and met 
her husband on the job—he was a customer of hers 
and when you know, you just know. They hit it off and 
eventually married. She and her husband were heavily 
involved in many local businesses—owning commercial 
real estate and restaurants, as well as a horse raising 
and racing business. For over 20 years, Jan and her late 
husband bred, raised, trained, and raced horses right here 
in Albuquerque—specifically the North Valley, until her 
husband suffered a stroke. It wasn’t until just over a year 
ago that Jan herself completely retired from having horse 
property. After her husband passed away, she continued 
to board horses and maintain her acreage and horse 
facilities for many years.

After living alone for almost ten years (save for a 
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lovely little cat, named Lux, who was the inspiration for 
the name Coro Lux–something Brad has said he’s “forever 
grateful for!”), a new chapter of Jan’s life began. She had 
extra space in her home, and someone asked her if she’d 
be willing to use the space for a good cause: St. Paul 
Lutheran was calling a new pastor to the church, and that 
pastor needed a place to stay temporarily. Having been 
a long-standing member of St. Paul, Jan agreed to host 
the new pastor, without knowing what new adventures 
lie ahead. Kristi Koppel, St. Paul’s pastor, moved into Jan’s 
home, and the two of them became tentative friends, as 
their roommate relationship began. Jan told me that it 

didn’t take long before 
the two of them knew 
that something else was 
happening besides just a 
roommate relationship, 
and within a month, 
they both knew they 
were falling in love. The 
wedding didn’t take long 
to happen, and they’ve 
now been married for 
almost 4 years. After a 
small backyard wedding, 

the two hosted a big church wedding and a big reception 
at a neighbor’s house. 

Jan, who’s now retired, spends her time managing 
thier home, playing pickleball and golfing, singing wherever 
she can (both with Coro Lux, and in church choir), and 
spending time with her wife and friends. She’s involved in 
the visual choir at St. Paul—a crew who ensures that the 
sanctuary is always decorated immaculately– and loves to 
stay busy.

Jan has been singing with Brad Ellingboe for over 
20 years. Her mother served as Ellingboe’s accompanist at 
UNM for several years, and while Jan herself doesn’t play 
piano, she learned to read music and dabbles in the ukulele 
and guitar. Jan sang at University of New Mexico under 
Brad’s direcion, and she’s been a member of Coro Lux since 
its inception, saying that joining the group was absolutely a 
no-brainer. “Brad is the reason I sing in Coro Lux. He’s such a 
good teacher, he gets you to sing better than you thought you 
could. I also appreciate how everybody takes it so seriously. I 
will keep singing as long as I can still read the music!” Always 
enthusiastic, Jan says she’s looking forward to the future of 
Coro Lux and is hoping to sing this coming Spring at Carnegie 
Hall in New York City.                  Return to the contents page
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It’s ironic, if not predictable.  We all start to feel like we can cope 
with one out-of-the-blue crisis, a pandemic, for example, and then 
get hit with the scourges of war and inflation.  One could just say 
when it rains it pours, but we haven’t seen much of that lately, 
either.

The arts are many things to many people, but always 
a sanctuary in troubled times. Congratulations to Coro Lux for 
staying the course, and my deep gratitude to the choir and their 
friends and family, and the members of the Board, for another 
year of giving their creative talents to our broader community 
when it has been so much needed.  Equally, thank you to our 
audience, the many individual donors, and our corporate sponsors, 
too, whose generosity allowed us to keep going and, amazingly, 
even expand our community presence.

Despite it all, we are finishing up a very successful year 
both in terms of performance and raising the monies required 
to cover operating expenses. And we have not been standing 
still. This past year, the Board initiated stipends for the choir’s 
section leaders, brought on an executive assistant to improve 
back office functions, and hired a director to kick-start our new 
children’s choir. These efforts are the first steps Coro Lux is taking 
towards our multi-year plan to expand our outreach, presence and 
professionalism.

The stage has been set, so to speak, to consider the 
potential for more performance opportunities, wider audience 
appeal, and enhanced fundraising. With hard work and some 
luck, we can sustain the progress of this past year and tackle in 
earnest the tasks ahead. In particular, I hope to see continued year 
over year growth in our audience, increased corporate support to 
match what is already a strong record of individual donations, and 
our organization reaching the point where we can competitively 
attract grant underwriting for the El Faro Youth Chorus.
High expectations? Maybe, but not unrealistic, and certainly 
something to pursue that adds to, rather than disrupts, the 
quality of life here at home. So, let the nightly news grind on with 
reports of upheaval and turmoil. Current troubles will fade, and 
new ones arise the shape and scale of which we can only guess. 
But one thing is clear: people will continue to look to music as a 
respite from grief and stress, and Coro Lux will continue to be an 
important source of refuge for those who hear us.         
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    Links to other organizations websites 

Links to videos and more are on the Chorale’s website     
(https://sdcchorale.org/).

SANTA FE WOMEN’S ENSEMBLE
Visit our website https https://sfwe.org and click on the STILL 
SINGING link.Please know how much we appreciate your 
continued support. Thank you and stay well.

For the latest performance schedule go to:
https://nmphil.org/

http://www.quintessence-abq.com

https://www nmschorus.org
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